CONDOLEEZZA RICE APPOINTS MARVIN E. JOHNSON TO FOREIGN SERVICE GRIEVANCE BOARD

WASHINGTON, D.C – Secretary of State Condoleezza Rice has appointed Marvin E. Johnson, to the Foreign Service Grievance Board.  The Grievance Board, established in 1975 by an amendment to the Foreign Service Act of 1946, consists of no fewer than five members who are independent, distinguished U.S. citizens who are well-known for their integrity.  

“I am honored to have been chosen to participate on this distinguished panel,” Mr. Johnson said. “The Grievance Board plays a very important role in resolving disputes for Foreign Service members across the world, and I look forward to the challenges and rewards serving on the Board will offer me in the coming years.”

The Grievance Board is an independent adjudicatory body that interprets and applies the Foreign Service Act.  The Board adjudicates grievances filed by members of the Foreign Service who work all over the world.  The grievances heard by the Board are appeals from agency decisions that involve a wide range of employment issues including termination, disciplinary actions, denial of financial benefits and prejudicial information in personnel records.  The Board’s decisions are binding subject only to judicial review.  Final actions of the Board may be reviewed in the District Courts of the United States.

The members of the Grievance Board are not employees of the foreign affairs agencies or members of the Foreign Service.  Each member of the Grievance Board is appointed by the U.S. Secretary of State for a two year term, subject to renewal.  The agencies served by the Grievance Board and the exclusive representative for each agency approve all nominees for appointment.

Mr. Johnson is a nationally recognized mediator and arbitrator with over 28 years of dispute resolution experience in public and private disputes. He also has spent 16 years as Professor of Labor Relations, Law and Conflict Management.  He serves on the JAMS panel of resolution experts and is the Founder and Executive Director of the Center for Alternative Dispute Resolution.  Mr. Johnson received his Doctorate of Jurisprudence from Catholic University.  He has a Bachelor of Science Degree in Business Administration from Kent State University and a Master of Science Degree in Industrial Relations from the University of Wisconsin.  Mr. Johnson has mediated and arbitrated over 2,000 cases in the fields of employment, labor-management, business, community and public policy. 

The President of the United States, the Governor of Maryland and the Chief Judge of the Maryland Court of Appeals have recognized Mr. Johnson's dispute resolution expertise by appointing him to the Federal Service Impasses Panel, Maryland State Labor Relations Board and the Maryland Alternative Dispute Resolution Commission (now the Maryland Mediation and Conflict Resolution Office or MACRO), respectively.  

Mr. Johnson is a member of the Council of the American Bar Association's Section of Dispute Resolution.  He is also a member of the Board of Directors of the International Academy of Mediators and the Association for Conflict Resolution.  

